
      The Soviet Union put the first artificial satellite, called 
      Sputnik, into orbit on October 4, 1957. Actually, the 
word “Sputnik” means “companion” or “satellite” in Russian.  According
to NASA: “The world’s first artificial satellite was about the size of a 
beach ball (58 cm.or 22.8 inches in diameter), weighed only 83.6 kg. or
183.9183.9 pounds, and took about 98 minutes to orbit the Earth on its elliptical path. That launch 
ushered in new period of political, military, technological, and scientific developments. While 
the Sputnik launch was a single event, it marked the start of the space age and the U.S./U.S.S.R 
space race.”

sputnik

           West Side Story is a modern musical adaptation of one of my
           favorite plays by William Shakespeare called Romeo and Juliet.
It’s a romantic tragedy set in the mid-1950s, and focuses on social problems of a community 
with a diverse ethnic background. It’s about a young boy and girl who fall in love, but their 
families are rivals. Instead of the rival families in Romeo and Juliet–the Montague’s and
CCapulets–West Side Story is about two rival gangs in New York City called the Jets and the 
Sharks. The original Broadway production debuted in 1957. It was nominated for a Tony Award 
for best musical that year but won the Tony for choreography instead. In 1961 a movie musical 
adaptation was made and was a fan favorite. 

west side story

        According to About.com: “The hula hoop is an ancient invention--
        no modern company and no single inventor can claim that they invented
the first hula hoop. The Greeks used hooping as a form of exercise. Older hoops have been 
made from metal, bamboo, wood, grasses, and even vines. However, modern companies
‘‘reinvented’ their own versions of the hula hoop using unusual materials, for example, plastic 
hula hoops with added bits of glitter and noise makers, and hoops that are collapsible. Around 
1300, hooping came to Great Britain, homemade versions of the toy became very popular. In 
the early 1800s, British sailors first witnessed hula dancing in the Hawaiian Islands. Hula 
dancing and hooping look somewhat similar and the name ‘hula hoop’ came together.” Then 
in 1958, a toy company in California called Wham-O started selling a product called the “hula 
hoop,” and it was a huge success.

hula hoop
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Peggy Noodle, Hula Hoop Queen is a fun story about a little girl who’s new in town, and has 
to start over at a new school and with making new friends. This sweet story deals with stereo-
types and assumptions, light peer pressure, positive influences, self-confidence and empow-
erment, and making good choices. Whether you’re a classroom teacher or a parent, or just a 
reader of children’s literature, there’s an easy lesson to be discovered. Here’s a little
background on the story, which is set in 1957.

Check out the BLUE highlighted words at www.DollyDozier.com for more information.
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Ever had your very own artist to interview? Here’s some thoughts from Monica Wyrick, who
illustrated Peggy Noodle.

         What different mediums do you work in?
         My very favorite is just plain old drawing with a pencil.  That is the 
         easiest way for me to see what I am trying to express.  But I also love
         to paint with acrylic paints, or a combination of watercolors and colored 
                  pencil, which is what I did for the cover of Peggy Noodle.  Color is fun
         and adds a whole othe r form of expression.  There are so many choices 
when it comes to color!  For fun I also like to play with clay, it is entirely different from drawing 
and painting because it is dimensional and you can literally feel it.

What is your process?
FFor the Peggy Noodle book, I first had to decide what Peggy looked like.  How big is her nose? 
How long is her hair?  What does she like to wear?  Then I mess around with a lot of sketches 
until something looks like what I imagined when I was reading the book.  I did use regular 
pencil to do the inside sketches, but the cover was drawn in pen and ink, then painted with wa-
tercolors, and then I did some highlighting and detail with colored pencil.

Where can we go for more information about art?
Art Museums are a fantastic place to see and learn about art.  
It still impresses me to see a painting in person and see the 
actual brushstrokes.  But art is everywhere.  Children’s books 
have some of the best art ever made.  And local art galleries in 
your town probably have some interesting art as well.  I think 
the more different kinds of art you see, and then maybe try to 
do yourself the better.  Don’t be afraid to try new things, go 
online and just look for project ideas and try them.  They don’t 
all have to come out perfectlall have to come out perfectly, it’s mostly just fun to try to see what happens!

Where do you get your influences?
I am influenced by almost everything that I see.  Nature influences me a lot, because it is beau-
tiful without trying, it has beautiful colors and compositions.  I love the old masters and some 
of the crazy modern stuff also.  I think any art that is created passionately can influence me.

For the full interview with Monica, check out
www.DollyDozier.com/teacher-and-parent-guides/art.
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          According to Parenting-Ed.org, “Peer pressure takes place when a
          child does something he or she does not want to do as a result of 
being pressured by peers. Peer pressure is a part of almost all children’s lives. All children
eexperience peer pressure and give in to it at one time or another. While parents can’t protect 
their children from experiencing peer pressure, there are steps they can take to minimize its 
effects.” And a report on MSNBC Today notes “While peer pressure can technically start in early 
childhood with children trying to get other kids to play the games they want; it really becomes 
more of an issue in the preteen and teen years. It’s not always negative, but in some cases, it 
can create problems for families … Peer pressure is not always negative. In fact, friends often 
encourage each other to study, try out for sports or to try new interests in the arts. But these are 
yeyears of experimentation and sometimes risk taking in an attempt to find their identity and 
feel “larger than life.” To that end, some kids may try to pressure your child to behave in a 
manner that is dangerous.”

peer pressure

          I like the way that the California Psychics describe empowerment.
                    “Empowerment is more than some sentimental words posted visibly 
near your desk or on your bathroom mirror. It’s a mantra, something you say so many times 
that you feel it down to your core. You don’t just believe you are a beautiful divine being, you 
know it. Empowerment is being able to take responsibility for your own choices, actions and 
happiness. Other peoples’ actions may affect your life, but your reaction will always belong to 
you.”

empowerment

        I really like the way Kids Health dot com identifies self-esteem as “the
        collection of beliefs or feelings we have about ourselves, our ‘self-
peperceptions.’ How we define ourselves influences our motivations, attitudes, and behaviors 
and affects our emotional adjustment … Healthy self-esteem is a child’s armor against the 
challenges of the world. Kids who feel good about themselves seem to have an easier time 
handling conflicts and resisting negative pressures. They tend to smile more readily and enjoy 
life. These kids are realistic and generally optimistic.” “Self-esteem isn’t bragging about how 
great you are. It’s more like quietly knowing that you’re worth a lot (priceless, in fact!). It’s not 
about thinking you’re perfect — because nobody is — but knowing that you’re worthy of being 
lovedloved and accepted.”  It’s such an important concept, whether you’re a boy or a girl, young or 
old; it doesn’t matter where you’re from or what religion you may or may not practice. 
Self-esteem is important for everyone.

Self-esteem
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According to the DailySpark.com, and reporting on research done by the Exercise and Health 
Program at the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse, “hula hooping expended similar calorie 
rates and raised heart rates similar to cardio kickboxing, step aerobics and boot camp classes 
… [and]one thing is for certain, when we have fun doing an activity, we are more likely to par-
ticipate in it.” Hula hooping for fitness works many of the core muscles in your body, which are 
basically the link from the upper part of your body to the lower part. It’s a muscular system that 
provides the force to stabilize and move body segments.
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serves as the parade route for these events is colloquially called the “Canyon of Heroes.” 
Lower Broadway in New York City has plaques in the sidewalk at regular intervals to celebrate 
each of the city’s ticker-tape parades.”

tape machines, which were remotely driven 
devices used in brokerages to provide updated 
stock market quotes. Nowadays, the paper 
products are largely waste office paper that 
have been cut using conventional paper
shredders. The city also distributes paper
confeconfetti…They are generally reserved now for 
space exploration triumphs, military honors 
and sportschampionships. The section of lower 
Broadway through the Financial District that 

              According to Wikipedia: “The term originated in New York
              City after a spontaneous celebration held on October 28, 
1886 during the dedication of the Statue of Liberty and is still most closely associated with 
New York City. The term tickertape originally referred to the use of the paper output of ticker- 

ticker tape parade

                       Dwight Eisenhower was the 34th
                       president of the United States, a 
five-star general in the US Army, and is often ranked as one of the top ten American
Presidents. His term spanned from January 20, 1953 – January 20, 1961.  According to the 
White House: “Bringing to the Presidency his prestige as commanding general of the
victoriousvictorious forces in Europe during World War II, Dwight D. Eisenhower obtained a truce in 
Korea and workedincessantly during his two terms to ease the tensions of the Cold War. He 
pursued themoderate policies of “Modern Republicanism,” pointing out as he left office, 
“America is today the strongest, most influential, and most productive nation in the world.”

president dwight d. eisenhower

    Sadly, the Edsel went down in history as Ford’s automotive failure of the 1950s.
    According to Time.com, the Edsel’s bad vibes are predominately due to bad
marketing…because otherwise, “It really wasn’t that bad a car. True, the car was kind of 
homely, fuel thirsty and too expensive, particularly at the outset of the late ’50s recession.” 
Since the marketing people at Ford made it sound too good to be true…and were way too 
good at their jobs: “Ford’s marketing mavens had led the public to expect some
plutonium-poweplutonium-powered, pancake-making wondercar; what they got was a Mercury.”

edsel

      The UNIVAC I was the first commercial computer produced in the United States.
       According to Wikipedia: “The UNIVAC I (UNIVersal Automatic Computer I) was 
designed principally by J. Presper Eckert and John Mauchly, the inventors of the ENIAC. The 
first UNIVAC was delivered to the United States Census Bureau on March 31, 1951 and was 
dedicated on June 14 that year. The fifth machine (built for the US Atomic Energy Commission) 
was used by the CBS Broadcast company to predict the result of the 1952 presidential 
electionelection. With a sample of just 1% of the voting population it correctly predicted that Dwight 
Eisenhower would win.”

Univac 1
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